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April 9, 2020 
 
Kevin Donahue Wayne Turnage 
Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice Deputy Mayor for Health & Human Services 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Ste. 533 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Ste. 223 
Washington, DC 20004 Washington, DC 20004 
 
Dear Deputy Mayors Donahue and Turnage: 
 
As the Chairperson of the D.C. Council’s Committee on the Judiciary and Public Safety, I write with serious 
concerns about the safety and wellbeing of District residents exiting our criminal justice system. 
Specifically, I fear that the District is not strategically addressing the transition of individuals from the D.C. 
Jail, the District’s halfway houses, and the Bureau of Prisons back into the community. Having inadequate 
social supports in place for our returning citizens during the public health emergency is both a public 
safety and public health crisis, and it affects not only our returning citizens, but their families, neighbors, 
and truly, all District residents.  
 
This, of course, is not a challenge unique to the District. In this unprecedented time, cities, counties, and 
states across the country are struggling to respond. However, the District must remain steadfast in its 
commitment to evidence-based reentry services and supports, especially during this crisis. I am 
particularly concerned that the READY Center and the Mayor’s Office on Returning Citizen Affairs 
(“MORCA”) do not have the capacity to handle the size and complexity of these populations during the 
public health emergency, with only two services still in operation at the READY Center and the rest 
suspended until further notice. MORCA has limited staff, who, even prior to the public health emergency, 
were hampered by coordination challenges with our local and federal criminal justice agencies. In 
addition, our reentry services providers – despite increased funding in the FY20 budget – are also 
experiencing the same financial stressors as other District non-profits. Nonetheless – and I want to make 
sure this is clear – challenges in providing social supports to returning citizens cannot justify their 
continued incarceration when unsupported by public health and safety. In this vein, I want thank you both 
for the Executive’s support for commonsense legislative and operational changes that have and will 
relieve public health risks in our secure detention facilities. I know we will continue to work together 
collaboratively around these issues in the coming days and weeks.  
 
I encourage the Executive to strategically and transparently respond to the immediate needs of returning 
citizens during this crisis. I would be happy to collaborate on these issues, as would my Council colleagues 
and the District’s reentry services providers. I would recommend that you and the appropriate District 
government COVID-19 working groups consult with the Reentry Action Network to help assess, triage, 
and respond to returning citizens’ most pressing needs. Models coming online in other jurisdictions should 
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also inform our response. For example, California and New York City are securing otherwise vacant hotel 
rooms for returning citizens who are experiencing homelessness upon release.1  
 
Again, I am happy to work with the Executive to identify both needs and an intragovernmental strategy 
moving forward. If the Executive has an existing emergency plan for returning citizens in place, I would 
appreciate being briefed on the specifics, and particularly, for those exiting the Department of 
Corrections’ and Bureau of Prisons’ custody now and in the near future. I would also request that you 
meet with the Reentry Action Network, its member organizations, and homeless services providers to 
update them on your work and solicit their feedback.  
 
I remain grateful for your partnership and leadership in ensuring a safe and just District of Columbia, and 
I know we will get through this together.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Charles Allen, Ward 6 Councilmember 
Chairperson, Committee on the Judiciary and Public Safety 
 
Cc: Councilmembers, Council of the District of Columbia 
 Michelle Garcia, Director, Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants 
 Quincy Booth, Director, Department of Corrections 
 Lamont Carey, Director, Mayor’s Office on Returning Citizen Affairs 
 Laura Zeilinger, Director, Department of Human Services 
  
 
   

                                                             
1 See Abbie Vansickle, A New Tactic To Fight Coronavirus: Send The Homeless From Jails To Hotels, THE MARSHALL 
PROJ. (Apr. 6, 2020), https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/04/03/a-new-tactic-to-fight-coronavirus-send-the-
homeless-from-jails-to-hotels.  


